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Annual Board Meeting & Election of Officers 
Kingsport, TN by James Kaster 
 
Members of the Southern Region LCOC 
gathered in Kingsport Tennessee for the 
annual board meeting and election of 
officers. Mickey Smith Motor Company 
hosted the meeting, displaying new 
Lincoln models including the all new 
2007 Lincoln Navigator. 
 
The results of the newly elected officers 
were announced and board positions 
were filled. Your 2007 Southern Region 
Board Officers and State Managers are 
shown in the chart below. 

 

 
 
After the meeting, Randy Still hosted a tour of his incredible collection of cars and collectibles. 50 vehicles, 
including Cadillacs, Studebakers, Packards, Franklins, Mercedes, AMCs, Lincolns and more were viewed. 
The collection of low mileage originals and professional restorations impressed all who attended. For those 
of who have one, two, or even just a handful of cars couldn’t possibly imagine how Randy maintains his 
entire collection. In addition to his outstanding vehicle collection, Randy Still has hundreds, maybe even 
thousands of automobile collectibles: hood ornaments, models, dealer materials, advertisements and so 
much more. See page 3 for more photos from the Randy Still collection. 
 

 
Woody Fleenor awards plaque of recognition to Mickey 

Smith for his support of the Southern Region LCOC. 

 
Randy Still, left, with Southern Region members. 
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2007 Calendar 
of Events 
·  April 12-15, 2007 

o Charlotte Auto 
Fair 

o Lowes Motor 
Speedway 

o Concord, NC 
·  June 13-16, 2007 

o LCOC Eastern 
National Meet 

o Philadelphia 
Region 

o Cherry Hill, NJ 
·  Aug 8-11, 2007 

o LCOC Western 
National Meet 

o Pacific Northwest 
Region 

o Federal Way, WA 
·  Aug 25, 2007 

o AACA Open Car 
Show 

o Zooland Region 
o Asheboro, NC 
o Bicentennial Park 

on Sunset Ave 
o $20 registration 
o Membership not 

required 
o Trophies awarded 

·  Sept 5-9, 2007 
o LCOC Mid-

America National 
Meet 

o Lake Shore 
Region 

o Itasca, IL 

Your 2007 Board, Officers and State Managers 
Director 

Roger Carlson 
770-479-9780 
rcarlson344@cs.com 

Assistant Director 
John Fryday 
704-371-4046 
john@fryday-doyne.com 

Treasurer 
Rod Moore 
336-674-6353 
crna4u@aol.com 

 

Secretary 
Dave Hardee 
803-622-1753 
drhardee@earthlink.net 

Newsletter Editor 
James Kaster 
704-293-0650 
jhkaster@hotmail.com 

Membership 
Dave Hardee 
803-622-1753 
drhardee@earthlink.net 
 

AL State Manager 
Michael Bamberg 
205-853-8322 

 
GA State Managers 

David Jenkins 
404-239-9003 
 
Ed Paulus 
404-373-2765 
 

NC State Manager 
Dale Benjamin 
704-877-3987 
carbuttons@citcom.net 

SC State Manager 
Dave Hardee 
803-622-1753 
drhardee@earthlink.net 

TN State Manager 
Woody Fleenor 
423-247-7373 
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2006 LCOC Mid-America National Meet 
Indianapolis, IN by John Fryday 
 
Hosted in Indianapolis, Indiana the 2006 Mid-American National Meet was attended by three members of 
the Southern Region. Rod Moore and John Fryday went in caravan fashion from North Carolina up I-77, 
spending Wednesday night in London, Ohio. The Ohio Valley Region hosted a wonderful dinner at The 
Brennan Loft in London, which has a fully operational Moeller pipe organ that’s even bigger than a Lincoln!!  
 
Driving through seven hours of nearly continuous rain, John discovered his 1961 Lincoln Continental 
convertible leaks primarily at the vent windows, which was pretty common for all cars in those days!! Rod’s 
1968 Continental sedan with AC didn’t have nearly the fog problems John encountered. Weather was 
beautiful the following day and the rest of the weekend. Thursday brought a drive on the famous Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, home of the Indianapolis 500 mile race, Brickyard 400 and Grand Prix. While being 
cautioned to never exceed 35 miles per hour on the track, it was a spectacular opportunity.  
 
John Bailey joined Rod and John for the event and meetings which occurred. The Brickyard Golf Resort and 
Inn, located on the Speedway Property, provided an ideal venue for the Meet, cleaning cars, chatting with 
friends and meeting new ones. Rod won his 6th Emeritus Award, John Fryday won a 3rd Place in the Senior 
Division. All was great until John broke the oil filter retainer off the engine after judging, but that’s a story for 
another newsletter!! All is well as of this writing. 

 
Moeller Pipe Organ 

at the Brennan Loft in London, OH 
 

 
LCOC members having fun & looking at Lincolns. 

 
Rod and John with their Lincolns. 

 

 

 
1968 & 1961 Lincolns 

 

A Minor Modification by Dale Benjamin 
I want to tell you a story about putting a column shift in a 1936 
Ford. One of the cars I owned in college was a really neat 1936 
Ford sedan. It had solid side sills on the hood, DeSoto bumpers 
with other jazzed-up changes and additions. One day, while 
showing off to a group of fraternity brothers in the car, I stripped 
about 5 teeth off the low and cluster gears. I took the car to a 
service station and drained the transmission, including 5 broken 
teeth. 2nd gear became 1st gear in a two-speed transmission. 
But, I had a great idea. Since I needed transmission work, why 
not go to a wrecking yard and get a column shift unit with the 
needed steering column? With minor modifications it should be 
an easy fit. I did it. Next weekend I headed home with the used 
parts to have my Dad help me with the installation. IT DID NOT 
GO WELL! I had to leave the car home and get a ride back to 
school. Dad finished the installation. When I came home the 
following weekend to pick up the car, my very easy-going father 
told me, “Never bring a project like that home again.” (His voice 
was a number of decibels louder than usual.) So, I never did. 
But, let me tell you about the time after I was married and had 
four little kids. I threw a complete set of new bearing inserts in 
the garbage four our 1961 Oldsmobile F-85. Well… maybe I 
had better not tell that story since I am still married to the same 
woman after 56 years. 

The Southern Region Banner is an official publication of the Southern Region of the LCOC and is distributed to member and potential 
members of the club. Contents of this newsletter are intended to be as factual as possible, and the club assumes no responsibility for 
the correctness or completeness of the materials or its sources. Letters to the Editor are welcomed and may be printed at the discretion 
of the Editor. Material in the newsletter may be reproduced without cost or notice, provided credit is given to the author and the 
newsletter and is accurately quoted within context. Car related ads are free to all Southern Region members in good standing. 
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Additional Photos from the Randy Still Collection 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

    

Welcome New Members! 
Welcome Lincoln enthusiasts to our region! We 
look forward to meeting you and sharing car 
experiences at local and national events. 
 
Todd Emily 
  Athens, GA 

�  1956 Continental Mark II 
�  1959 Mark IV Convertible 
�  1960 Mark V Sedan 
�  1964 Continental Convertible 

 
Nollie & Janelle Hinton 
  Callahan, FL 

�  1948 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet 

 
Richard & Cicely Jenkins 
  Columbia, SC 

�  1988 Lincoln Town Car  
 
Bill & Phyllis Mitchell 
  Weaverville, NC 

�  1946 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet 
�  1947 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet 
�  1947 Lincoln 2-door Coupe 

 
Steven & Kathy Papp 
  Hendersonville, NC 

�  1948 Lincoln Continental Cabriolet 

Drive and Dine! 
 
Your Southern Region managers are planning Drive 
and Dine events in your area. So, dust off your 
Lincoln, bring your appetite and share stories with 
your fellow region members. Dates and locations will 
soon be announced. Check your next newsletter and 
check out our new website for more up-to-date 
information.  

 
-John Fryday 
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Upcoming National LCOC Events 
 

 

 
 
 

Eastern National Meet 
Hosted by the Philadelphia Region 
Cherry Hill, NJ  June 13-16, 2007 

(Details will be published in upcoming newsletters and our 
region website as they become available.) 

Mid-America National Meet 
Lake Shore Region 
Itasca, IL  September 5-9, 2007 

(Details will be published in upcoming newsletters and our 
region website as they become available.) 

  
Western National Meet 

Hosted by the Pacific Northwest Region 
Federal Way, WA  August 8-11, 2007 
 
The Pacific Northwest Region is pleased to host the 
2007 Lincoln & Continental Owners Club Western 
National Meet. This fun-filled event, the Cascade 
Concours, will be held in Federal Way, Washington (on 
Interstate 5 near Seattle) from August 8th to 11th. If 
you love Lincolns, you should register now and plan to 
join us for four days of fun-filled activities, including a 
unique vehicle museum visit and a cruise on Puget 
Sound aboard an antique steamer. You can also show 
your Lincoln in our Concours D©Elegance, a chance to 
win recognition and awards. There is also a Touring 
Class for those with less-than-perfect Lincolns to 
exhibit. Daily schedule is shown below. 

 

 
Wed, August 8 
 
3:00pm - Registration 
 
7:00-8:30 - Early Bird Reception (no 
host bar) 
 
Thu, August 9 
 
8:00-5:00 - Registration 
 
10:00-4:00 - LeMay Car Collection 
Museum Tour 
 
5:00-6:30 - Cocktail Party (no host 
bar) 
 

 

Fri, August 10 
 
8:00-5:00 - Registration 
 
8:00-10:00 - Mechanical judging 
(five stations) 
 
10:00-4:00 - Virginia V Steamship 
Cruise  
 
4:00-5:00 - Judging Seminar 
 
5:00-6:30 - Silent Auction & Social 
Hour (no host bar) 
 
6:00-7:30 - Auction Banquet Dinner 
(no host bar) 
 
7:00 - Live Auction Begins (no host 
bar) 

Sat, August 11 
 
7:00-10:00 - Registration 
 
7:00-9:00 - Mechanical judging 
 
7:00-8:15 - Judges© Breakfast Buffet 
 
9:00-10:00 - Cars Moved To 
Judging & Show Field 
 
10:00 - Appearance Judging 
Commences, Show Field Opens 
 
Noon-1:00 - Lunch  
 
6:00 - Cocktails (no host bar) 
 
7:00-Midnight - Banquet & Awards 
Dinner 
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Identify These Lincolns, Answer: A. 1977 Lincoln Continental B. 1954 Lincoln dash C. 1966 Continental sedan. 

 

Happy 30th Birthday to Lincoln Versailles by James Kaster 
We don’t call a Mark a dressed-up Thunderbird or 
a Town Car a dressed-up LTD. We shouldn’t call a 
Versailles a dressed-up Granada. The Versailles is 
one of Lincoln’s misunderstood vehicles. 2007 
marks the 30th birthday of the Lincoln Versailles 
and I thought it was timely to share some details 
about this car. The one question that I get asked 
most is “Why did you pick the Versailles?” The 
answer is easy, if not a bit long, for 3 reasons: 
 
1) I believe (as do some experts) that the 

Versailles is a future classic. The combination 
of a short model run, low production volume 
and an ill-fated attempt (like Edsel) at 
entering a new market segment makes the 
Versailles a rare car today. (Unlike the Edsel, 
though, the Versailles was a very profitable 
car for Ford.) Add to this that many hot rod 
and Mustang owners search for these cars 
for their 9” rear-end and disc brakes, makes 
the surviving numbers of Versailles today 
even fewer.  

 
2) The Versailles is a recent enough model that 

finding mechanical parts for restoration is 
relatively easy and inexpensive. Having used 
Ford’s 351 and 302 engines, most engine 
and chassis parts are still readily available. 
However, finding trim parts can be the 
opposite experience. For example, the high 
gloss woodtone appliqué on the dash panels 
was not used on other Ford cars. Over time, 
this material did not survive well from the UV 
rays and heat. Almost all Versailles you see 
today have cracked and pealing dash panels. 
For my restoration, I matched the original 
wood and cut (American Walnut with a crotch 
cut pattern) using real wood veneers to 
replicate the original factory look.  

 
3) The most important reason for my interest in 

the Versailles was to honor my deceased 
father’s memory. The way that Dad and I 
bonded was through cars. We spent many 
Sunday mornings going to new and used car 
lots to look at and discuss the cars. 

 

Dad’s favorite car was the Mark III. The most 
important reason for my interest in the Versailles 
was to honor my deceased father’s memory. 
The way that Dad and I bonded was through 
cars. We spent many Sunday mornings going to 
new and used car lots to look at and discuss the 
cars. Dad’s favorite car was the Mark III. But, in 
the late 70’s when I was a teenager, Dad 
needed to purchase a new car. He wanted to 
buy the Versailles, but with a couple of kids in 
college, others with braces and all of our school 
activities, the budget only allowed for a Mercury 
Monarch. So, I bought this Versailles to honor 
his sacrifice and his dream. 

 
 
While many people see the Versailles as a 
Granada with different trim, there is so much more 
to the Versailles. The Versailles was Lincoln’s new 
test bed for quality improvements. Specifically, the 
Versailles uniquely deployed the following 
technologies and processes: 
 
�  Structural improvements through rail stiffeners, sheet metal 

braces, drive tunnel buttress and padded shock mountings 
�  Use of double couplings for the driveshaft to the differential 
�  Hand-matching of engine and transmission 
�  Balancing and matching of rear axle and brake rotors 
�  Matching tires and wheels for added smoothness 
�  Friction-free and lubrication-free, plastic lower ball joints 
�  100 pounds of sound deadening material 
�  Finished and smooth door opening overlap joints 
�  Rubber isolation of the accelerator cable 
�  Electronic testing of every transmission 
�  Computerized inspection of 50 electrical functions 
�  Test driving of every Versailles on a road simulator 
�  Evaluation of paint gloss with a special meter for clearcoat 

finishes 
 

(Story is continued on page 7.) 

Identify These Lincolns 
A. 

 

 

B. 

 

C. 
 

 
Answers are on the bottom of this page. 
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Vintage Ad 
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Happy 30th Birthday to 
Lincoln Versailles (continued) 
It was this attention to quality, choice of select 
materials and loading of “options” on the list of 
standard features that made the Versailles a true 
Lincoln. In fact, the Lincoln Versailles was not only 
a leader in Ford’s pursuit of quality, but the 
Versailles was also a pioneer. Some of the “firsts” 
pioneered by the Versailles include: 
�  Quality and Beauty – The first American car to use the base 

coat / clearcoat paint process (1977) 
�  Luxury and Convenience – The first luxury car to offer an 

integrated garage door opener (1977) 
�  Technology – The first Ford product to use EEC: Electronic 

Engine Controls (1978) 
�  Safety – The first car sold in America with halogen 

headlamps (1979) 
 
Lincoln produced a total of 50,156 Versailles over 
its 3-1/2 year run. Sales started briskly in 1977 
with 15,434 units produced. 1978 saw a significant 
decrease in production to 8,931. With the 
introduction of a new “town car” styled roofline in 
1979, production skyrocketed to 21,007. And, in 
1980, with the 2nd gas crisis of the decade and the 
introduction of the downsized Lincolns, Versailles 
production was at its lowest at 4,784. 

 
1980 is my favorite model because it is the last 
year and the lowest production run, making them 
hard to find. Also, Lincoln introduced some styling 
changes for the 1980 Versailles, such as: Twin 
Comfort Lounge Seats, 6-way Power Seat (all 
previous years and the bucket seat option had 4-
way power), Date/Date/Elapsed Time Clock and a 
MPH/KPH speedometer. 
 
Over the past 9 years, I have published this 
material on my hobby website: 
www.lincolnversailles.com. It contains 202 printed 
pages of Versailles information, obscure facts, 
brochures, magazine articles, a folding paper 
model and more. 
 
So, the next time you think about the Versailles, 
think about how the car was engineered, designed 
and crafted in the true Lincoln fashion with 
emphasis on quality, safety, technology and 
luxury.  

Southern Region Classifieds   
 
Cars for Sale 
 
1978 Lincoln Designer Series Mark V. Near perfect 
original triple tan “Cartier”, 460 engine, all the goodies. 
Drive it home. $8,600. 

Don Overbeck  
770-967-1616.  

 
1939 Lincoln Zephyr 4-door convertible. Very rare car 
restored to original specifications. Neenah Cream with 
brown leather interior and tan top. In 2000, this beauty 
received 99-1/2 points and 2003 it received 100 points 
in Dearborn and Hickory, NC. None better. $110,000. 

Gordon Harbuck. 
706-896-1518 or 239-543-2765. 

 
Mark III’s 
1969 Mark III – 69,000 miles. Nice. $5,500. 
1971 Mark III – 78,000 miles. Nice. $5,500. 
1971 Mark III – 112,000 miles. Mint. $7,500. 
Help! I’ve collected too many Mark III’s. 
All are in great shape. All original. 

Gary Buss Charlotte, NC. 
678-523-3749 or 704-377-0056. 

 
 
Parts for Sale 
 
Mark II. Headlining, pre-sewn and ready-to-install in six 
correct original colors. Premium quality reproductions 
since 1990. When authenticity is a must.  

Jack Pugmire, Marrieatta, GA. 
770-795-8941 or cell: 770-490-0524. 

 
Versailles Parts. Headlight trim bezels, radios, door 
panels, back seat, body side moldings. More. Call for 
information.  

James Kaster, Charlotte, NC. 
704-293-0650. 

 
 
Member Resources 
 

The Lincoln / Mercury Old Parts Store 
Order Toll Free (888) 500-9717 

Technical Information (727) 445-7551 
 2040-A Gentry Street, Clearwater FL 33765 

Fax (727) 445-7561 
E-mail lincoln@lincolnoldparts.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Any Southern Region member in good standing may advertise 
cars, parts or services in this section of the newsletter at no charge. 
To add your listing, please contact James Kaster, Newsletter Editor, 
at 704-293-0650 or email: jhkaster@hotmail.com. 
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Southern Region 

 
National / Southern Region Membership Application 

 

 
 
 

 
First Name: ________________________________ Middle Initial: ________ Last Name:___________________________________ 
 
Spouse/Significant Other:______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________ Home Phone: _______ - _______ - ________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _________________________ 
 
E-Mail: _______________________________________________________ Cell Phone: _______ - _______ - _________________ 
 

 
 

About Your Lincolns: 
Year Model VIN (required for National LCOC) Condition: O,R, N or P 

    
    
    
    
    
    

Condition Code: O=Original, R=Restored, N=Restoration in Progress, P=Parts Car 

 
 

National and Southern Region Annual Dues: 
(National LCOC Membership is a pre-requisite to Regional membership) 

  
National Membership Dues: $36.00 Annually (Member – 1 vote, spouse is an Associate Member. Or, $45.00 
Annually for a Joint Membership – 2 votes, 1 publication per household.  
 
Southern Region Membership Dues: $12.50 Annually. New members joining between July 1 through October 
31 (½ year membership initially) will pay $6.00. Renewal membership will be $12.50 thereafter.  
 
You may join the National LCOC and the Southern Region using this form, and submitting one check for $48.50, 
or $42.00 for ½ year Southern Region dues, depending on date of application. The Southern Region will forward 
payment to the NATIONAL LCOC Membership Office for you.  
 
Please INITIAL one of the following:  
 
               I’d like to join the Southern Region LCOC. I’m already a NATIONAL LCOC member, and I have paid 
my NATIONAL dues. ($12.50, or $6.00 for ½ year initial membership).  
 
               I’d like to join the NATIONAL LCOC and the Southern Region. I’m submitting BOTH dues. Please 
forward my membership information/payment to the NATIONAL LCOC Membership Office.  
 

Please mail check and application to:  
David Hardee, Membership Chairman  

Southern Region LCOC  
1217 Glenwood Road, Columbia, SC 29204-3350  
Make check payable to Southern Region LCOC��

 


